































































































RXTT's Book Journey






BOOK REVIEWS FROM A CURIOUS MIND: I read a lot. Books and the data/stories contained within them are my oldest friends. I publish my thoughts on what I read on this blog. Comments are welcome, and if you dig the reviews, please share with other fellow readers. 
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SUPPORT THE JOURNEY - Become a Patron


Become a Patron!


If you enjoy reading the reviews on this site, please consider supporting with a small monthly patronage.  Help us spread the love of reading to the world. Any amount of support is greatly appreciated. - RXTT


 

This blog is ad-free, and I am not paid by publishers to review any of these books.  If you appreciate the reviews consider leaving a PayPal tip - RXTT PAYPAL paypal.me/RXTT55  
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This journey is now
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It took just a few months for China to block me. Knowledge is POWER.  Despots fear POWER. Fight for Freedom.  FREETHOUGHT FOREVER!






Popular Reviews
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Haruki Murakami and Seiji Ozawa hang out, listen to records, and talk about music.

          Absolutely on Music: Conversations with Seiji Ozawa – Haruki Murakami (2016)     “Like love, there can never be too much ‘good mus...
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When the Fake is treated as the Real, we lose the Real forever.

          Simulacra & Simulation – Jean Baudrillard (1981)                 This book by the French intellectual Jean Baudrillard was on ...






	



[image: ]



I love getting a glimpse into the mind of a favorite author

           The View from the Cheap Seats: Selected Nonfiction – Neil Gaiman (2016)                 I love this type of book.   Any volume th...
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A Great Story for Younger Readers from Grace Mirchandani

  Mitzi Clark & the Keepers of SHUT – Grace Mirchandani (2021)                   One of the best outcomes from writing this book review ...
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Lawrence M. Krauss Shares How Far We Have Come, and How Much Further We Have To Go

  The Known Unknowns: The Unsolved Mysteries of the Cosmos – Lawrence M. Krauss (2023)                   If I could define myself with just ...
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My first visit to Mervyn Peake's Gormenghast will not be the last

  Titus Groan: Vol. 1 of Gormenghast – Mervyn Peake (1946)                             After almost 400 pages, and two years in the life of ...
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Alan Moore's novel Jerusalem contains the whole of existence within its pages

           Jerusalem – Alan Moore (2016)     (1296 pages.   That is what arrived in my mailbox after sending a hand-written letter to Alan M...
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This One Is Personal

       Girl in A Band – Kim Gordon (2015)                 This one’s personal.  To begin I must state my background as it relates to this bo...
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The Butthole Surfers Regret Not Regretting Anything

        Butthole Surfers: What Does Regret Mean? – Aaron Tanner (2019)                 As a teenager, bored with hard rock and heavy metal f...
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Is Mind inherent in all of Existence?  How can it not be?

            Panpsychism in the West – David Skrbina (2017 Revised Edition)           It has been almost 4 years since I first began posting ...














Upcoming Book Reviews


The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire - Edward Gibbon vol. 1 (1776-1789)




Novelist as a Vocation - Haruki Murakami (2023)









RXTT RECOMMENDS - (Favorites for downloading)


These are some of the excellent books and pieces of writing that have shaped my brain in some part.  Enjoy!



HELLS ANGELS - Hunter S. Thompson


ROBINSON CRUSOE - Daniel Defoe


THE ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES - Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

THE FEYNMAN LECTURES ON PHYSICS - Richard P.  Feynman, Robert B. Leighton, and Matthew Sands.

THE STORY OF RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY - Joseph McCabe

A CLASSICAL DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE - Francis Gross (1811)

PRINCIPIA DISCORDIA (Hail Eris!)

ON THE NATURE OF THINGS - Lucretius


NOBEL PRIZE ACCEPTANCE SPEECH - Alexander Solzhenitsyn


THE GOLDEN BOUGH - Sir James Frazier









Feedback from the Journey


"I love the bluntness of those opinions man!" - Marcos Hassan (Writer)

"Hi! I've seen you on the internet..." - Jeff Vandermeer (Author - Area X Trilogy)

"(One) of the relatively few reviews of [Jerusalem] to focus seriously and appreciatively on the subject that it was most concerned with, this being the eternity of the poor, and of the neighbourhoods that house them." - Alan Moore (Author - Jerusalem, Watchmen, From Hell, V for Vendetta)

"... nice and very thorough. Good work." - Rudy Rucker (Author - Ware Tetralogy, The Fourth Dimension, Hacker & The Ants, etc.)

"...impressive book review blog - ...a wonderful project." - Peter Greenblatt (Author - The Swerve, Tyrant: Shakespeare in Politics, etc.)

"I am delighted that somebody still remembers and enjoys my first book, written forty years ago and still my favorite." - Freeman Dyson (Physicist, Mathematician, Author - Disturbing the Universe, Infinite In All Directions, etc.)

"Thanks for that generous review." - Christopher Wilson (Author - Mischief, Blueglass)

"Love the kicker." - Jason Zinoman (Author - Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night)

"Thanks for [the]...kind words about my book. Much appreciated!" - David Skrbina (Philosopher, Author - Panpsychism in the West)

"Thanks for your kind review...glad to hear you enjoyed the book." - Caspar Henderson (Author - Book of Barely Imagined Beings, A New Map of Wonder)

"I really appreciate your taking the time to review Big Red! Thank you for your honest review!" - Damien Larkin (Author - Big Red, Blood Red Sand )

"Thank you for such a thoughtful and flattering review..." - Cory Doctorow (Author, Journalist - RADICALIZED, Walkaway, Homeland)

"Thank you for the thoughtful, personally-narrated review!" - V. Vale (Editor, Author, Publisher - RE/Search Publications)

"...thank you very, very much for your beautiful review..." - Eduardo Chapunoff (Cardiologist, Author - Conversations with God in Underwear)

"...highly appreciated. I wish your blog a longstanding success." - Mariano Pavanello (Anthropologist, Author - The Gender of Debt: The Last 50,000 Years )


"...really appreciate the write-up, and glad you enjoyed it!" - Alex Hutchinson (Physicist, Runner, Author - Endure: Mind, Body, and the Curiously Elastic Limits of Human Performance )


"Thank you...for your review of my book.  I am very pleased that you appreciated its message." -  Mark S. Blumberg (Professor, Neuroscientist, Author - Freaks of Nature: What Anomalies Tell Us About Development and Evolution ) 


"What a beautiful write-up on my first baby!" - Grace Mirchandani (Author - Mitzi Grace & The Keepers of SHUT)



"Thanks very much for the kind review...this is great." -  Lawrence M. Krauss (Physicist, Professor, Author - The Known Unknowns: The Unsolved Mysteries of the Cosmos)






Other RXTT sites


RXTT Favorites - Music, Movies, TV

The 5th Buddha - Essays


RXTT.net
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	100 Edible Mushrooms - Michael Kuo
	A Dictionary of Common Fallacies - Philip Ward
	A History of Freedom of Thought - J.B. Bury
	A Magician Among The Spirits - Harry Houdini
	A New Model of the Universe: Principles of the Psychological Method in Its Application to Problems of Science, Religion and Art – P.D. Ouspensky 
	A Thinking Man's Guide to Pro Football - Paul Zimmerman
	A Voyage to Arcturus - David Lindsay
	A World Apart - Gustav Herling
	Absolutely on Music: Conversations with Seiji Ozawa - Haruki Murakami
	Adam's Navel: A Natural and Cultural History of the Human Form - MIchael Sims
	Aguirre: The Re-creation of a Sixteenth-Century Journey Across South America - Stephen Minta
	Alias Vols. 1-5 - Brian Michael Bendis
	Among the Host of Heaven - Lowell K. Handy
	An Encyclopedia of Claims, Frauds, and Hoaxes of the Occult and Supernatural - James Randi
	Anger is an Energy - John Lydon, w/ Andrew Perry
	Asimov's Guide to the Bible - Isaac Asimov
	Asimov's Guide to the Bible: New Testament - Isaac Asimov
	Astrophysics for People In a Hurry - Neil deGrasse Tyson
	Beastly Inventions: A Surprising Investigation Into How Smart Animals Really Are -  Jean Craighead George
	Beasts, Men and Gods - Antoni Ferdynand Ossendowski
	Beautiful Evidence - Edward Tufte
	Big Red - Damien Larkin
	Biography of the Gods - A. Eustace Haydon
	Black Comedians on Black Comedy - Darryl J. Littleton
	Black is the New White - Paul Mooney
	Blood Red Sand - Damien Larkin
	Blue Nights - Joan Didion
	Butthole Surfers: What Does Regret Mean? - Aaron Tanner
	Chats with God in Underwear - Eduardo Chapunoff
	Chuck Berry: The Autobiography - Chuck Berry
	Climbing Mount Improbable - Richard Dawkins
	Codex Seraphinianus - Luigi Serafini
	Conversations with Isaac Asimov - Carl Freedman Ed.
	Cosmicomics - Italo Calvino
	Crossing Over: Where Art and Science Meet - Stephen Jay Gould, Rosamond Wolff Purcell
	Daedalus: or Science & The Future - J.B.S. Haldane
	Daredevil: Gangwar! - Frank Miller
	Deeper Insight Into the Illuminati Formula for Creating Mind-Controlled Slaves - Fritz Springmeyer, Cisco Wheeler
	Dictionary of Word Origins - John Ayto
	Disturbing the Universe - Freeman Dyson
	DMT: The Spirit Molecule, A Doctor’s Revolutionary Research into the Biology of Near-Death and Mystical Experiences – Rick Strassman, M.D. 
	Endure - Mind, Body, and the Curiously Elastic Limits of Human Performance - Alex Hutchinson
	Essays and Aphorisms - Arthur Schopenhauer
	Ethics - Baruch de Spinoza
	Everything is Under Control - Robert Anton Wilson, Miriam Joan Hill
	Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science - Martin Gardner
	Fantasia Mathematica - Clifton Fadiman
	Feynman's Rainbow - Leonard Mlodinow
	Fingerprints of the Gods - Graham Hancock
	Flatland - Edwin A. Abbott
	Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge, A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution – Terence McKenna
	Fragile Objects: Soft Matter Hard Science, & the Thrill of Discovery - Pierre Gilles de Gennes, Jacques Badoz
	Freaks of Nature: What Anomalies Tell us About Development and Evolution - Mark S. Blumberg
	Freedom is a Two-Edged Sword - Jack Parsons
	Fungal Biology in the Origin and Emergence of Life - David Moore
	Geometry, Relativity and the Fourth Dimension - Rudy Rucker
	Girl In A Band - Kim Gordon
	Glittering Images - Camille Paglia
	Gnosis - Dan Merkur
	Gods of Eden - William Bramley
	Harms Way - Joel-Peter Witkin
	Houdini - James Randi
	In The Company of Mushrooms: A Biologist's Tale - Elio Schaechter
	In The Studio - Todd Hignite
	Initiation Into Hermetics - Franz Bardon
	Inside the Neolithic Mind - David Louis-Williams, David Pearce
	Insights of Genius - Arthur I. Miller
	Instant Replay: The Green Bay Diary of Jerry Kramer - Jerry Kramer, Dick Schapp
	Invisible Eagle - Alan Baker
	Is Spiritualism Based on Fraud? : The Evidence Given by Sir. A.C. Doyle and Others Drastically Explained - Joseph McCabe
	Jerusalem - Alan Moore
	Journey to the End of the Night - Louis-Ferdinand Céline
	Juicy Ghosts - Rudy Rucker
	Keep The River on Your Right - Tobias Schneebaum
	Kolyma Stories: Volume One - Varlam Shalamov (Translated by Donald Rayfield)
	Labyrinths - Selected Sories & Other Writings - Jorge Luis Borges
	Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night - Jason Zinoman
	Lipstick Traces - Greil Marcus
	Magic and Mystery in Tibet - Alexandra David-Neel
	Man and His Symbols - Carl Jung
	Man's Search for Meaning - Viktor E. Frankl
	Masks of God: Creative Mythology - Joseph Campbell
	Masks of God: Occidental Mythology - Joseph Campbell
	Masks of God: Oriental Mythology - Joseph Campbell
	Masks of God: Primitive Mythology - Joseph Campbell
	Masks of the Universe - Edward Harrison
	Miracle Mongers and Their Methods: A Complete Expose' of the Modus Operandi of Fire Eaters, Heat Resisters, Poison Eaters, Venomous Reptile Defiers, Sword Swallowers, Human Ostriches, Strong Men, Etc. - Harry Houdini
	Mischief - Chris Wilson
	Mitzi Clark & The Keepers of SHUT - Grace Mirchandani
	Modern Critical Interpretations: Slaughterhouse-Five - Harold Bloom Ed.
	Mort(e) - Robert Repino
	Mutants and Mystics - Jeffrey J. Kripal
	Nested Scrolls - Rudy Rucker
	Nigger: An Autobiography - Dick Gregory
	NO SETLIST: Pieces of a Sonic LIfe - Jenn Benningfield
	None Dare Call It Conspiracy - Gary Allen, Larry Abraham
	Occult America - Mitch Horowitz
	One Day In The Life of Ivan Denisovich - Alexander Solzhenitsyn
	Operating Manual for Spaceship Earth - R. Buckminster Fuller
	Other Minds: The Octopus, The Sea, and The Deep Origins of Consciousness - Peter Godfrey-Smith
	Panpsychism in the West - David Skrbina
	Paradoxes of Free Will - Gunther S. Stent
	Phantasmagoria: Spirit Visions, Metaphors, and Media into the Twenty-First Century - Marina Warner
	Principia Discordia - Malaclypse the Younger, Lord Omar Khayyum Ravenhurst
	Radicalized: Cory Doctorow
	Reality is Not What It Seems: A Journey To Quantum Gravity - Carlo Rovelli
	Robert Anton Wilson: Beyond Conspiracy Theory - V. Vale
	Science and Sanity - Alfred Korzybski
	Secret Societies and Psychological Warfare - Michael Hoffman II
	Secret Symbolism in Occult Art - Fred Gettings
	Seinfeldia: How a Show About Nothing Changed Everything -  Jennifer Keishin Armstrong
	She Has Her Mother's Laugh: the Powers, Perversions, and Potential of Heredity - Carl Zimmer
	Signs and Symbols - Adrian Frutiger
	Simulacra & Simulation - Jean Baudrillard
	Smoke Gets In Your Eyes - Caitlyn Doughty
	Sonic Life: A Memoir - Thurston Moore
	Spirit Desire - Jennifer Benningfield
	Star Trek - Deep Space Nine Companion - Terry J. Erdmann, Paula M. Block
	Star Trek - Deep Space Nine: A Stitch In Time - Andrew J. Robinson
	Star Trek Movie Memories - William Shatner
	Straight Life - Art Pepper, Laurie Pepper
	Survive the Savage Sea - Dougal Robertson
	Swamp Thing: issues #21-64 - Alan Moore, writer (1982-1987)
	Texas Mushrooms: A Field Guide - Susan Metzler, Van Metzler
	The 12th Planet: Book I of the Earth Chronicles - Zecharia Sitchin
	The Age of the Earth - G. Brent Dalrymple
	The Ancestor's Tale - Richard Dawkins
	The Ancient Secret of the Flower of Life, Vol. 1 - Drunvalo Melchizedek
	The Anthology of Black Humor - Andre Breton
	The Art of Noise: Futurist Manifesto - Luigi Russolo
	The Astonishing Hypothesis: The Scientific Search for the Soul - Francis Crick
	The Avengers: Civil War - Mark Millar, Steve McNiven
	The Best of Henry Kuttner - Henry Kuttner
	The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined - Steven Pinker
	The Black Hole War - Leonard Susskind
	The Book of Barely Imagined Beings: A 21st Century Bestiary - Caspar Henderson
	The Book of Genesis Illustrated - R. Crumb
	The Book of the New Sun, Vol. 1: The Shadow of the Torturer - Gene Wolfe
	The Book of the New Sun, Vol. 2: The Claw of the Conciliator - Gene Wolfe
	The Book of the New Sun, Vol. 3: The Sword of the Lictor - Gene Wolfe
	The Book of the New Sun, Vol. 4: The Citadel of the Autarch - Gene Wolfe
	The Books of Charles Fort - Charles Fort
	The Books of Magic - Neil Gaiman
	The Box Man - Kobo Abe 
	The Cosmic Landscape - Leonard Susskind
	The Cult of the Seer in the Ancient Middle East: A Contribution to Current Research on Hallucinations Drawn from Coptic and Other Texts - Violet MacDermot
	The Dark Knight Strikes Again - Frank Miller
	The Demolished Man - Alfred Bester
	The Direction of Time - Hans Reichenbach
	The Encyclopedia of Magic & Conjuration - Walter Gibson
	The Eternals - Neil Gaiman
	The Exegesis of Philip K. Dick - Philip K. Dick
	The First Scientist: Anaximander and His Legacy - Carlo Rovelli
	The Future of the Body - Michael Murphy
	The Gender of Debt: The Last 50,000 Years - Mariano Pavanello
	The Golden Bough - James George Frazer
	The Great God Pan - Arthur Machen
	The Great Zapruder Film Hoax - James Fetzer
	The Green Child - Herbert Read
	The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, How They Communicate: Discoveries From a Secret World - Peter Wohlleben
	The Immortal Hulk - Al Ewing, Joe Bennett, Et al.
	The Invisibles Omnibus - Grant Morrison
	The Known Unknowns: The Unsolved Mysteries of the Cosmos - Lawrence M. Krauss
	The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, the Anonymous Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius - Andrew Robinson
	The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen Vols. 1 & 2 - Alan Moore
	The Lifebox, the Seashell, and the Soul - Rudy Rucker
	The Loom of Language: A Guide to Foreign Languages for the Home Student - Frederick Bodmer
	The Man Who MIstook His Wife for a Hat: and Other Clinical Tales - Oliver Sacks
	The Mask of Nostradamus - James Randi
	The Murdered Magicians - Peter Partner
	The Myth of the Birth of the Hero: A Psychological Interpretation of Mythology - Dr. Otto Rank
	The Mythic Image - Joseph Campbell
	The Origin of All Religious Worship - Charles-François Dupuis 
	The Other Bible - William Barnstone
	The Panda Theory - Pascal Garnier
	The Penningtons: Pioneers of Early Arizona - R. H. Forbes
	The Physiology of Taste - Jean Anthelme Brillat-Savarin
	The Pirates and the Mouse - Bob Levin
	The Prince - Nicolo Machiavelli
	The Psychic Mafia - Lamar Keene
	The Recursive Universe - William Poundstone
	The Ruins: Or, Meditation on the Revolution of Empires and the Law of Nature - C.F. Volney
	The Secret Teachings of All Ages - Manly P. Hall 
	The Southern Reach Trilogy, Vol. 1: Annihilation - Jeff Vandermeer
	The Southern Reach Trilogy, Vol. 2: Authority - Jeff Vandermeer
	The Southern Reach Trilogy, Vol. 3: Acceptance - Jeff Vandermeer
	The Spear of Destiny - Trevor Ravenscroft
	The Spiritual Technology of Ancient Egypt: Sacred Science and the Mystery of Consciousness - Leonard F. Malkowski
	The Stars My Destination - Alfred Bester
	The Story of Religious Controversy - Joseph McCabe
	The Swerve: How the World Became Modern - Peter Greenblatt
	The Two Babylons: or, The Papal Worship Proved to Be the Worship of Nimrod and His Wife - Alexander Hislop
	The Uncanny X-Men: The Dark Phoenix Saga - Chris Claremont & John Byrne
	The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge - Abraham Flexner
	The View from the Cheap Seats - Neil Gaiman
	The Warfare of Science - Andrew Dickson White
	The White People - Arthur Machen
	The World's Sixteen Crucified Saviours - Kersey Graves
	The Wreck of the Whaleship Essex - Owen Chase
	The Year of Magical Thinking - Joan Didion
	They Came Before Columbus: The African Presence in Ancient America - Ivan Van Sertima
	Titus Groan: Vol. 1 of Gormenghast - Mervyn Peake
	Tycho & Kepler: The Unlikely Partnership that Forever Changed Our Understanding of the Heavens - Kitty Ferguson
	Unbroken - Laura Hillenbrand
	Underground - Haruki Murakami
	Unflattening - Nick Sousanis
	Violent Origins - Walter Burket, Rene Girard, Jonathan Z. Smith
	Watching the Watchmen - Dave Gibbons, Chip Kidd, Mike Essl
	White Holes - Carlo Rovelli
	Why Not Say It Clearly: A Guide to Scientific Writing - Lester S. King, M.D.
	Witkin, a Retrospective - Joel-Peter Witkin
	You Can't Win - Jack Black
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